Alps Adriatic Working Community General Secretariat Press Release

Klagenfurt, 7th of July 2006  
ALPS-ADRIATIC WORKING COMMUNITY DECIDES STRUCTURE REFORM
Extraordinary Plenary Assembly in Klagenfurt – objectives: facilitation of formal procedures, improvement of communication, concentration on important contents – taking effect on July 1 2006 
The Alps-Adriatic Working Community decided a global structure reform on the occasion of the extraordinary Plenary Assembly under the chairmanship of president Ferenc Kékes in Klagenfurt at the end of June. The reform that will take effect on July 1 2006 shall effect the facilitation of the formal procedures, the improvement of communication and the concentration on important contents. The reform document was elaborated by the presiding region Baranya together with the General Secretariat and supplemented by a common proposal of the Austrian Alps-Adriatic member regions. The resolutions were decided unanimously. 
Basically the reform concept plans the liquidation of the five Commissions and a direct connection of the Project Groups – so far Working Groups – to the Commission of Executive Officers. Experts Groups can be established if necessary. The Troika will be converted into a Steering Committee and will be available for decisions at a political and professional level as a sort of flexible and preparing body. The number of Project Groups was scaled back compared to the former Working Groups. Henceforth these bodies will concentrate on such contents that are going to aspect an effective work.
Ideal Instrument for EU-Projects

Assessor Josef Martinz, the consultant for European and Alps-Adriatic matters of Carinthia, on the occasion of his inaugural address characterized the Working Community to be an ideal instrument for cross-border EU-projects. Due to the passed reform the structure was reduced in order to facilitate a sustainable collaboration. Mayor Harald Scheucher sent the regards of the capital and was very pleased of the fact that that important event took place in Klagenfurt.
President Kékes and the chairwoman of the Commission of Executive Officers, Ilona László-Kovács, reminded in their common report of the extensive preparatory works that preceded the reform decision. Due to the changes of the structure it is secured that the Alps-Adriatic Working Community will work more effectively and it is guaranteed that it will survive also in future times. The new presiding region, Burgenland, from 2007 onwards will assume a Working Community that is up to the contemporary marks. 
Irreplaceable Network

On the occasion of his report the General Secretary Hellwig Valentin explained that the intensive reform discussion also brought about a consolidation regarding the content of the Working Community. The organisation is an irreplaceable and unmistakeable network of cross-border cooperation at a focal point of European integration. With the help of these positive basics it should be tried to fulfil the new structures.
The General Secretariat together with the company Linea7 in Klagenfurt prepared a restyling of the Alps-Adriatic Homepage in form and content (http://www.alpeadria.org). Furthermore as a sort of completion of the Alps-Adriatic news service in six languages, it is planned to publish a newsletter in order to guarantee the supply of information regarding the activities of the Working Community. The presentations of the innovations by assistants of the company Linea7 were accepted positively. 

For a variety in Europe
Due to the resolution “For a cultural and linguistic variety in Europe” the participants of the extraordinary Plenary Assembly admitted themselves to the protection of the different traditions, cultures and languages in Europe. The cultures and languages inside a unified Europe have a very integrative power. The cultural and linguistic variety on a national, regional and local level is an indispensable concept of the European character. “Thus, we emphatically stand for the protection and promotion of national and ethnical minorities”, it is mentioned in the document. 

The Alps-Adriatic basic idea, that is mentioned in another resolution “Youth – Power of European Integration”, can be seen in the bringing together of young people. The Working Community commits to provide the interests of the young people within the scope of their duties as a sort of guiding principle. Furthermore the Working Community wants to promote actively the intensification of the exchange of pupils, apprentices, students and scientific staff, as well as the full participation of young people in the public decision processes.

Let’s use the odds of Europe

The resolution “European odds are open to us – Let’s use them!” recommends the 14 member regions, republics, Länder and counties of the Working Community founded in 1978 to use the new programs of the EU structure funds period 2007 – 2013, above all the new Objective 3 “Territorial Cooperation” intensively for cross-border cooperation inside the Alps-Adriatic territory. The Working Community should plan to act as an autonomous project executing organisation at EU projects in the future. Furthermore the members are invited to participate more actively in the youth programs of the Assembly of European Regions.
The resolutions, which were elaborated by the General Secretariat together with the presiding country Baranya, were approved unanimously. Finally the capital of Baranya, Pécs, presented itself as the European Capital of Culture for 2010. 

Legend 1:

Plenary Assembly in the Hypo Alpe-Adria-Arena in Klagenfurt.

Legend 2:

(from l. to r.) General Secretary Dr. Hellwig Valentin, assessor for European and Alps-Adriatic affairs of Carinthia Dr. Josef Martninz and the rotative president of the Alps-Adriatic Working Community Dr. Ferenc Kékes from Baranya/Hungary.
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