Press Release of the Alps Adriatic Working Community / General Secretariat

Klagenfurt, 26th May 2006  

ALPS-ADRIATIC WORKING COMMUNITY ON TOP-TO-BOTTOM REFORM
Commission of Executive Officers approves the proposal for the structural reform – objectives: facilitating procedures and improving communication – extraordinary Plenary Assembly in Klagenfurt on 30 June 2006

The Alps-Adriatic Working Community is on a top-to-bottom reform. In occasion of the meeting of the Commission of Executive Officers, taking recently place under the presidency of Ilona László-Kovács in Pécs (Baranya), the proposal for the structural reform was approved unanimously. The aim of these reform measures should be the facilitation of the formal procedures as well as the improvement of communication. The president of the Alps-Adriatic Working Community, Ferenc Kékes, also participated in the meeting.
The main objective of the structural reform is the abolition of the five Commissions and a direct connection of the Project Groups – so far Working Groups – to the Commission of Executive Officers. As necessary the establishment of Expert Groups can be decided. The creation of a flexible Steering Committee – so far Troika – is planned as well. Due to a detailed evaluation, the cutback of the Project Groups is designed for those areas that are to be expected to work effectively. The reform document was presented by the presiding country Baranya and the General Secretariat containing a lot of contributions of the other member regions, amongst others a common proposal of the Alps-Adriatic regions from Austria. 
The reform proposal will be presented to the extraordinary Plenary Assembly of the Heads of Governments of the Alps-Adriatic Working Community for the final decision-making, taking place in Klagenfurt on 30 June 2006. The participants of this meeting and guests of Assessor Josef Martinz will also discuss three other resolutions dealing with Culture/Language, Youth and EU. The commencement of the structural reform is planned on 1 July 2006. 
Subsidy of 20 cross-border projects
In occasion of the meeting the Commission of Executive Officers decided on the subvention of 20 common and cross-border projects granting a subsidy of about € 92.000. Amongst others the following projects were approved: the Alps-Adriatic Winter Games in Hinterstoder, the 5th Alps-Adriatic Seminar for Games Masters in Rovinj, an event dealing with Equal Opportunities inside the Alps-Adriatic territory, the 17th European Congress of Ethnical Groups 2006 in Klagenfurt, the publication of an Alps-Adriatic Bicycle Map, a conference on cross-border projects inside the Alps-Adriatic territory as well as several youth meetings on different topics in Baranya. 
The reports of the representatives of the Commissions were fully accepted by the Commission of Executive Officers. The General Secretariat reported on the expansions of relationships to the international organisations in Europe and presented the idea of an electronic newsletter in order to intensify the information work. Since the beginning of this year the General Secretariat in cooperation with a professional company services the homepage of the Working Community. 

Presently 14 regions, Republics, Länder and counties belong to the Alps-Adriatic Working Community that was founded in 1978: Lombardy, Veneto, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Slovenia, Croatia, Carinthia, Styria, Upper Austria, Burgenland, Györ-Moson-Sopron, Vas, Zala, Somogy and Baranya. At the moment the Hungarian county of Baranya takes the chair of the rotative presidency. The Working Community is also represented in the steering committee of the Assembly of European Regions (AER). 
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