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GOVERNOR FRANZ VOVES: AVOWS HIMSELF ON THE ALPS-ADRIATIC WORKING COMMUNITY 

Meeting of the Working Group on EU Relations in Graz – complete support for current structure reforms

On the occasion of the meeting of the Working Group on EU Relations of the Alps-Adriatic Working Community in Graz, the Styrian governor Mag. Franz Voves recently emphasized his avowal on the Alps-Adriatic Working Community. The politician stressed the importance of cross-border collaboration regarding the regional and national areas, on which the Working Community has been setting priorities ever since its foundation in 1978. Due to the changed environment – except for Croatia all member regions are members of the EU – it is important to analyse which fields should be taken more into consideration in terms of regional collaboration. 

The governor pointed out that he completely supports the current structure reforms inside the Alps-Adriatic Working Community, which should be implemented within a year. On this occasion he stressed the importance of the results of the project “Matriosca” (INTERREG III B). The Alps-Adriatic Working Community should be prepared for the future challenges regarding national cross border collaboration. 

Conference on territorial cooperation

In the course of the meeting it was decided upon the holding of a conference dealing with the topic Territorial Cooperation in autumn this year. On the one hand it should deal with a review concerning the EU’s structure fund period 2000 – 2006 regarding the realisation of INTERREG III B (international) and INTERREG III C (interregional) projects inside the Alps-Adriatic territory, on the other hand a prevision for the next structure fund period 2007 – 2013 including all possibilities should be given.

During the meeting that was chaired by Dr. Johannes Maier (Carinthia), the representative of the Croatian Ministry for European Integration and Foreign Affairs, Predrag Rugani, gave a review concerning the negotiations on the EU entry between his country and the European Union. 
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(Left to right) Mag. Ludwig Rader, head of the department for European and international relations of Styria, Dr. Franz Voves, governor of Styria, Dr. Johannes Maier, head of the Alps-Adriatic working group on EU-relations
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